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it often seems to me that we meet in the
spirit.

" ' At the dinner on the 26th April, at
which I had in vain looked forward to having
you and your wife as my partners at table,
I was able to stand my ground against the
storm of homage by thinking of Cervantes'
splendid hero, who, too, was not scared . . .
The dear people did all they could to spoil my
shy disposition.

" ' Soon it will be your turn and then:
Evoe, Evoe ! You will not need, however,
to compare yourself to the Knight of La
Mancha, for you have never had to defend
yourself against windmills and hogsheads.
Your letter was so beautiful that I had to
wrap my profound feeling and gratitude in
this garb in order to hide my emotion.

Yours,

GALLftN.1 "

Both Tavaststjerna and Gallen exerted an in-
fluence on Sibelius: Tavaststjerna as the author of
the poems that gave birth to some of the most
enchanting productions of Sibelius' lyrical inspira-
tion; Gallen by his strong fantastic absorption in
Finland's mythical antiquity, in many points
related to that of Sibelius, in many unlike it.

Surrounded by powerful creative talents and
seething activity on all hands, Sibelius himself